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with his eyes he enters upon a submissive,
sorrowful contemplation of the great irre-
mediable things, and he is known from
other ihen by making all he handles like
himself, and yet by the unlikeness to
himself of all that comes before him in a
pure contemplation. It may have been
his enemy or his love or his cause that set
him dreaming, and certainly the phoenix
can but open her young wings in a flaming
nest; but all hate and hope vanishes in
the dream, and if his mistress brag of the
song or his enemy fear it, it is not that
either has its praise or blame, but that the
twigs of the holy nest are not easily set
afire. The verses may make his mistress
famous as Helen or give a victory to his
cause, not because he has been cither's
servant, but because men delight to honour
and to remember all that have served con-
templation. It had been easier to fight,
to die even, for Charles's house with
Marvell's poem in the memory, but there
is no zeal of service that had not been an
impurity in the pure soil where the marvel
grew. Timon of Athens contemplates his
own end, and orders his tomb by the
beachy margent of the flood, and Cleopatra
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